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more of a centralist than the generality of our people, and
would be likely to sanction what seem to me some of the
more offensive features of this bill. Consolidating makes it
more a government of the people than of the States.

The assaults of these men on the Administration may
break it down. They are, in their earnest zeal on the part
of some, and ambition and malignity on the part of others,
doing an injury that they cannot repair. I do not think
Winter Davis is troubled in that respect, or like to be, but
I cannot believe otherwise of Wade and others; yet the
conduct of Wade for some time past, commencing with the
organization of the present Congress in December last, has,
after the amnesty proclamation and conciliatory policy of
reconstruction, been in some respects strange and difficult
to be accounted for, except as an aspiring factionist. I am
inclined to believe that he has been bitten with the Pre-
sidential fever, is disappointed, and, in his disappointment,
with a vague, indefinite hope that he may be successful,
prompted and stimulated not only by Davis but Colfax,
he has been flattered to do a foolish act.

August 8, Monday. Going into the War Department
yesterday morning to inquire if any tidings had been re-
ceived concerning Colonel Stedman of the llth Connecti-
cut Infantry, who was wounded, probably mortally, on
Friday, I found the President with General Grant, Stan-
ton, and General Halleck in the Secretary's room. I pro-
posed leaving on making the single inquiry, provided they
were in secret council, but the President and General Grant
declared they were not, for me. Learning that poor Sted-
man was dead, and that some little intelligence had been
received from Mobile, I soon left, for there was, it appeared
to me, a little stiffness as if I had interrupted proceedings.
General Grant has been to Frederick and placed Sheridan
in command of the forces on the upper Potomac instead of
Hunter, which is a good change, for H,, though violently
earnest, is not exactly the man for that command. I think